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Editorial
This issue of the TN appears within a month of a very significant date for the British Teilhard
Association. That date, 24 August 2011, marks the centenary of the ordination of Pierre Teilhard
by Bishop Amigo of Southwark in the chapel of Ore Place, Hastings.
It is fitting that this centenary should be marked by the British Teilhard Association at Hastings, and
this issue of the TN contains details and a booking form for a two day celebration in late August.
Sadly, the seminary at Ore Place was demolished in the 1980s, although a visit to the site and the
Teilhard blue plaque is planned. The enduring significance of Ore Place for Catholic theology is
further described in the concluding part of David Grumett‘s article later in this edition.
On 25th August 1911 Teilhard said his first mass at St. Mary Star of the Sea, Hastings with his two
brothers. Appropriately, this year‘s BTA celebrations start on 25 th August at that church with two
lectures and a commemorative Mass to be celebrated by a fellow Jesuit of Teilhard, Fr Billy Hewitt.
Ursula King‘s lecture will concentrate on Teilhard‘s awakening to the ideas of evolution which took
place when he was at Hastings. David Grumett will explore the significance of Teilhard‘s
priesthood. We hope to be joined by fellow Teilhardians from France, Italy and Portugal at St Mary
Star of the Sea.
Teilhard Newsletter
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Church of St Mary Star of the Sea,
1High Street, Old Town, Hastings,
East Sussex.
[Public Domain Image from
Wikimedia Commons].

Some time before his ordination, Teilhard had already donated significant fossils, collected around
Fairlight, near Hastings, to the Natural History museum in London and Hastings Museum. A
selection of these fossils will be available at the Hastings Old Town Museum during the celebratory
events. Famously, some of these fossils are still wrapped in Jesuit examination papers in cigar
boxes!
On Friday 26th August, the French Teilhard association will be running a seminar on Newman and
Teilhard. This will take place at the Magnet Conference Centre at St Leonard‘s on Sea, a short
walk along the coast. The Magnet local community theology project is gradually building an
impressive collection of Teilhard books, some of which were donated by the BTA from the store
held at Peter Reid‘s house for many years. Peter was President of the British Teilhard Association
and a very active participant in the association from its early days. Sadly, he passed away earlier
this year and his family has very kindly provided some recollections and poetry for this issue of the
TN. Peter himself had strong connections with Hastings, and his father was the Vicar of Trinity
Church in the Town for many years. In his communications with the current editors and previously
with Rod White, Peter always had something interesting to say; he was full of wisdom and a delight
to talk to – may he rest in peace.
The Editorial Team hopes many of our readers will be able to join us in Hastings in late August this
year for these important events. Full details and booking form on pages 13 – 15.
Rosemary & Stephen
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Fr. William Hewett SJ & Canon Alan Nugent
celebrating the unveiling
of the ‗Blue Plaque‘
at Ore Place
Wednesday 8th October 2008
(Photo by Rosemary Cattell)

Come to Hastings 25-26 August!
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Notes to the Editor

Dear Rosemary,

Dear Rosemary

I'm a member of the BTA, currently reading War
and Peace and have come across a section which
is very Teilhard. It's probably been spotted
before, but if it hasn't here it is. It's Pierre talking
to Prince Andrey.

I'm sure many readers will have revelled, as I
have, in Prof. Brian Cox's incredible series "The
Wonders of the Universe". Be it known that
Collins has produced a book of his latest series,
with fascinating text and stupendous
photographs.

"Don't I feel in my soul that I am part of this
vast harmonious whole? Don't I feel that I
form one link, one step, between the lower and
higher beings, in this vast harmonious
multitude of beings in whom the Deity - the
Supreme Power if you prefer the term - is
manifest? If I see, clearly see, that ladder
leading from plant to man, why should I
suppose it breaks off at me and does not go
farther and farther?"
It's surrounded by other thoughts which are
definitely not Teilhardian, but it's interesting that
Tolstoy got at least that far, back in 1869.
Kind regards,
Paul Bentley

A flight of fancy ... imagine a conversation
between Brian Cox, David Attenborough - and
our very own Teilhard!
I'd like to recommend "Faith Initiative" The aim
of this very good magazine is "to open windows
on the beliefs and practices of world religions, in
the hope that this will foster understanding and
reduce religiously motivated violence." It
includes articles, art and poetry. This quality
periodical is unfailingly informative, broadening
and inspiring, with contributions from many
different world faiths. Teilhard would love it!
The current issue touched on Social Justice, The
Call of the Divine, Interfaith Encounter,
Addressing Faith and Phobia, The Art of Corinne
Randall, Spectrum of Joy. Themes of the next
issue are: religious Freedom, and Expressions of
Mysticism.
See their website: www.faithinitiative.co.uk
All the very best to you
Katharine Holmstrom.
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Peter Reid
(12-2-1921 – 22-1-2011)

Peter was born on Feb 12 1921 at Sedlescombe Rectory – the eldest of 3
children. His father, Ernest Gordon Reid, was Rector of Sedlescombe
Church. The family moved to Hastings for some years, before settling in
Windmill Hill in 1938. His father was by now Archdeacon of Hastings.
From Harrow, Peter won a place at Peterhouse, Cambridge where he was to
read French and German. However, he was only able to complete a year of
study before the outbreak of war. It was during this time, commanding a
tank in Africa and Italy that he wrote a collection of prose and poetry,
called ―Snapshots‖ that captures the horror of war as seen through the eyes
of a sensitive, artistic young man.
After the war, Peter returned to Cambridge where he wisely switched to
studying English. As a graduate, he had a brief foray into teaching, before returning to Windmill Hill.
Inspired undoubtedly by his Uncle Jack in Cambridgeshire and quite probably still traumatized by what he
had witnessed in the war, he decided to develop the farming on his father‘s land. After meeting Elizabeth
Macdonell at a Scottish Dance, they married in 1951. They settled first at Millhurst and then at Comphurst.
Peter took on any role asked of him by the farming community, the village and the Church. He was Church
warden at this church for over 50 years, serving under 7 vicars. He became a Lay reader in 1971 and was
Lay Chairman of Dallington Deanery Synod from 1979 until 1987. In later years, he was very involved with
the Historic Churches Cycle Ride. Even when he could no longer ride himself, he was very involved with
the organization. He became a member of the Parish Council in 1960 and was Chairman between 1973 and
1987. He played a big part in the planning of the new village hall and he was involved in many local
societies, notably the Corn and Root show, the Horticultural Association and the Conservative
association.
Peter was essentially a very shy man and he took solace in both nature and the Church. Although always
smartly dressed in public, he was never happier than when in his old trousers - held up by baler twine and
with patches glued on with Copydex. I believe he was really at peace when out by himself on the land. I
remember him spending days and days planting trees and digging out streams and ditches – always by hand.
Peter had built up a fine herd of pedigree Dairy Shorthorn cattle through the 50‘s and 60‘s until a disease
outbreak prompted him to disperse the herd. He had a great environmental awareness. For many years the
house was heated by a straw burning boiler and a solar panel on the roof helped to heat the water. The
kitchen garden became almost an obsession.
Peter had a formidable intellect – he continued to write poetry - although seldom for public consumption and he developed a great interest in the overlap of science and religion. He was incredibly well-read – not
only in the classics but also in contemporary science and philosophy. I particularly remember him reading
‗Small is Beautiful‘ by Schumacher and the ‗Gaia Hypothesis‘ by James Lovelock. He also was very
interested in the writings of the French Jesuit priest Teilhard de Chardin. For many years he was Vice
President of the British Teilhard Association.
There are so many more things I could say about Peter - how he took up motorcycling in his fifties, his
fastidious weather recording, his bad puns, his complete failure to embrace the computer age, his musical
talent.
He passed away peacefully in the Esperance Hospital like his father had, 45 years ago.
Peter Reid, Rest in Peace.
William Reid (written for his Father’s funeral)
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Poems by Peter Reid
SOUL SICKNESS

A DESERT MASS

One shining day came Spring to a far land
across blue sea, curling white-laced frilled
on to powdered white sand.
Spring haunted sleeping gardens and distilled
rich blossom perfumes, whence wisteria spilled
in clusters of purple foam.

Now once again from the desert
an offering of forty days,
a fullness drawn from the emptiness
of silent praise:

Yet Spring touched me not; only a grey
reflection of other Springs, pale ghosts of home.
The promenade was gay,
with vivid clothes and faces, but my heart
in this strange holiday would take no part.
The world was full of war.
Orange groves, still heedless of weak mortals, bore
thick scented blossom, intoxicating-mellow,
bright spangled fields were splashed
with marguerites, with gladioli crimson-slashed.
Strange weeds amongst the low-trained vine roots flashed
wildly wantonly yellow.
And there amongst the vines, hope struggled through;
bright as Spring flowers, by a sea mirrored blue
against blue skies above;
and I saw, afar off, the day when, through the gloom
of blind years, the whole world could bloom
with gaiety and love.
Peter Reid (Algeria April 1944)
Poem read by Helen at her Father Peter‘s funeral.

A quantum sip, more precious
than ruby; a sip of wine
pressed from the toil and turmoil
of the human vine.
No bread from these stones; the grains
of desert sand are dumb.
The priest must seek in the silence
new life in a crumb.
New life, enriching the body,
the bush unburnt in the flame,
drawing our human vision
to a fire beyond name Which solders the bright fragments
to a living core of birth;
a growing trembling software
of fire across earth.
Now once again in the desert
the self must understand,
seeking the deep centre as
a well in dry land.
While here, in the empty moment,
the mystery has begun;
for the fire and the bread with the water
and the wine are one.
Peter Reid (c. 1990)
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Teilhard at Ore Place, Hastings
1908–1912
(Part II - Theological Aspects)
David Grumett
God and Nature: Miracles, Anthropology and
Evolution
Teilhard‘s two main theological publications
during his residence at Ore Place were an article
in the journal Études, and a dictionary entry. In
the 1909 article for Études, he examined the
concept of a miracle and the process by which
the Church determines that a miracle has
occurred, with specific reference to Lourdes.
Here, even at this early phase in Teilhard‘s
theology, is evident his conviction that the
natural world is shaped by divine action. He
writes of the healing miracles:
This intrusion in nature of ‗someone‘ who
operates externally to you, who plays with the
matter that you hesitate to admit into his
hands such that he draws out of it unexpected
effects, is exactly what you discern, and
which throw your minds into disorder.
Accustomed to regard the visible world as a
mine without limits, where you can dig your
tunnels and plot your labyrinths without fears
of encountering boundaries, here under your
blows it begins to sound hollow; the wall
becomes thinner; on the far side, there is
something which is no longer our world;
there is another who is working.

Significantly, divine action on the world is not
here understood in purely immanentist terms:
God, when acting on the world, is experienced as
other and cannot be equated in pantheist fashion
with natural material forces. The church sees the
specifically miraculous action of God on the
world as a ‗special energy which operates in his
service‘. Teilhard reflects on this energy from a
scientific perspective, stating prophetically (in
1909) that recent scientific theories ‗reveal to us,
in the separation of atoms, an inexhaustible
supply of energy‘, and leaving open the
possibility that healings inexplicable with
scientific theories are due to the activation of this
energy. Yet he proceeds to situate such healings,
in the case of Lourdes, squarely within the

Christian and Catholic context of divine
revelation and the intercession of Mary.
Although the existence of this energy might be
explicable in scientific terms, an account of its
activation, Teilhard here makes clear, requires a
theistic context.
Teilhard‘s other significant published theological
text dating from his Hastings years was an essay
that formed the fourth and final part of an entry
on «L‘Homme» in the Dictionnaire apologétique
de la foi catholique. The methodology of this
dictionary was innovative, aiming not simply to
describe church teaching on the topics covered,
but to bring this teaching alongside modern
scientific perspectives, and demonstrate and
defend its coherence and significance in light of
them. Teilhard affirms the particular importance
of this interdisciplinary approach to the subject
of his own entry, in which he states:
The Church which, indirectly, eliminates
philosophical systems, by declaring them
incompatible with her faith, has never defined
anything, and has not in fact done so. Only,
by clear research and by necessity, she
employs the language of her time to establish
the truths of which the profound sense must
alone necessarily be preserved.

In the second sentence, Teilhard seems to intend
a double meaning: theology alone grapples with
the deepest, unprovisional truths of reality, but is
only able to do so if it remains attentive to
current secular theory and debate. In his
subsequent theological exposition of humanity,
several key Teilhardian and Christian themes are
identifiable, including: that humankind is
composed of spirit and matter, soul and body;
that individual humans do not exist in isolation
in the world, but in a state of mutual
interdependence in which each becomes a centre
of action reflective of the whole; and that
individual humans are unique and possessors of
dignity.
Following his arrival at Ore Place, Teilhard
quickly established links with local geologists,
with iguanodon prints in the eastern cliffs
proving an early point of interest. Within six
months, he commented that ‗new fossils are
comparatively plentiful, and in some cases, I‘m
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beginning to have a better collection than the
Hastings museum‘. It was during his time at Ore,
he later reflects, that he began to gain a spiritual
awareness of evolution—‗a deep-running,
ontological, total Current which embraced the
whole Universe in which I moved‘—motivated,
no doubt, by these paleontological researches.
Towards the end of his dictionary essay,
Teilhard describes the nature of evolution in
light of a spiritual conception of humanity. He
rules out, crucially, a purely Darwinian theory of
human evolution on the grounds that this would
be incompatible with essential axioms of church
teaching:
We conclude by rejecting necessarily an
evolutionism which, linking humanity in the
fullness of its being to inferior life forms or to
matter, regards it only as the product of a
transformation—whether from like to like, by
the reshaping of primitive compounds—or
from lesser to greater, by increases (which
were due to a divine source), that will not
culminate in an unanticipated and profound
reordering, a rending of the vital current,
placing humanity in a region of
transcendence and stability.

Teilhard here sets out a key element of his
evolutionary theory as developed in The Human
Phenomenon and several shorter essays: that
evolution is not simply an outcome of the play of
immanent natural processes within the world, as
a purely scientific account might maintain, but is
given to the world from outside in an act of
completion, transformation, and revelation. He
proceeds to describe the idea of humanity given
by philosophy and the natural sciences, with key
elements of his later thought once again
identifiable: the distinction between the inside
(le dedans) and the outside (le dehors); matter as
a principle of multiplicity, and spirit as a source
of unity; and a vital act (acte vital) and creative
drive (poussée créatrice) as the source of action
in the world.
Christology
During Teilhard‘s four years‘ residence at Ore
Place, important new approaches to Pauline
christology were being developed in French
Catholic biblical scholarship, and the theologate
was an important centre for these. Figures of

decisive importance included Teilhard‘s teacher
Ferdinand Prat and fellow student Joseph Huby.
Prat‘s christology is best expressed in his twovolume, one thousand-page study The Theology
of Saint Paul, first published in 1908 and 1912,
in which he affirms of Christ:
All things are in him because, being the
perfect image of God, he comprises the ideal
and the model of all things possible, and is
the exemplary cause of all contingent beings.
All things are by him, as the efficient cause,
God, in his outward operations, acting by the
Son in the Holy Spirit in accordance with the
order and harmony of his inmost life. All
things are for him by a double right, both
because the creation is his work and because
God, embracing at a glance the whole
multitude of his counsels, connected with his
Son, in advance and by a special bond of
finality, the world of nature and the world of
grace.

Cyril Martindale, a fellow student of Teilhard‘s,
describes in a letter to Charles Raven the
formative influence of Prat‘s study of Paul on
Teilhard‘s theology.
Prat‘s interests were pursued by his pupil Joseph
Huby, who was a contemporary of Teilhard‘s for
three years at Ore Place, being one year
Teilhard‘s senior. Henri de Lubac identifies the
influence of Teilhard‘s theology on Huby‘s
study Saint Paul: les épîtres de la captivité,
published in 1935. The twelfth edition of this
classic study appeared in 1947. Huby there states
of Christ:
In him all was created as in the supreme
centre of unity, harmony, and cohesion,
which gives the world its meaning and its
value, and so its reality; or, to put it another
way, as in the ‗foyer‘ (the meeting point—
Lightfoot) at which all the threads, all the
generating forces of the Universe, are woven
together and co-ordinated. . . He is the
dominating centre, the keystone of the
Universe: ‗In him all subsist.‘

Huby was inspired by the Pauline tradition of
reflection on the cosmic work of Christ,
developed in order to take full account of the
implications for humanity and the cosmos of the
fact that the whole fullness of God dwells bodily
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in Christ. The implications of cosmic christology
are not, however, confined to the mutual
relations subsisting between the persons of the
Godhead. Rather, the Son is, in Teilhard‘s
words, ‗He in whom everything is reunited, and
in whom all things are consummated—through
whom the whole created edifice receives its
consistency—Christ dead and risen qui replete
omnia, in quo omnia constant‘.
By developing his biblical doctrine of the cosmic
Christ, Teilhard pictures the whole world as
dependent on Christ for its creation,
preservation, and consummation. A nuanced
perspective such as this demonstrates that, as
early as the opening decades of the twentieth
century, the dynamics of French theology were
considerably more complex than is suggested by

standard images of a conflict
modernism and traditionalism.

between

This article was first presented at the British Teilhard
Association annual conference, Aylesford, 18–20 April
2008. I am grateful to François Euvé SJ and Stephen
Retout for discussion. A fuller, referenced version is in
New Blackfriars 90, 1030 (2009), pp. 687–700.

[BTA Editor: The above article comprises the second and
third sections of David‘s original paper. Part I of this
paper ‘Teilhard at Ore Place, Hastings 1908-1912 (Part I:
Historical Aspects)’ was published in TN 30 of February
2011. Thank you David for suggesting we may divide and
rearrange the paper in this way for the TN. This paper will
help to inform us prior to our visit to the Church of St.
Mary (Our Lady) Star of the Sea, Hastings on Thurs 25th
August 2011 for the anniversary of Teilhard‘s first Mass.]

In the Footsteps of Teilhard…
Paris in the 1920s
by Rod White
The following is a rough summary of an unpublished essay that Teilhard wrote in early 1920 in Paris:
(Text in [ ] indicates my interpretation of what Teilhard is trying to say.)
On the notion of creative transformation
Scholasticism distinguished two ways that things can come into being:
I

out of nothing – creation

II

transformed from something else – transformation

In the history of the universe we can see two phases of creation and one extra phase:
I

Out of nothing

II

Autonomous development – transformation

Extra (III)

new placings outside nothingness, these are new growths in the history of the universe for
example – life, human soul, [thought].

The extra phase creates all sorts of difficulties and incompatibilities.
[It is modern science that has given us knowledge of the way these have developed.]
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a. …These new growths oblige us to see that successive degrees of being – physical, organic,
…spiritual, have an intellectual plan behind them which suggests a continuity.
b. …In consequence the physical interdependence of the ‗various organs of the universe‘ are
…impossible to explain. There is some organic support.
c. …It denies any absolute value to secondary causes.
[What I think Teilhard is trying to say is that although it appears that ‗life‘ and thought can be explained
in a purely material basis i.e. we are nothing but genes this is impossible because what we see in nature
indicates a plan and a direction to the development of life and thought.]
Most of the difficulties presented to Scholasticism by the historical evidence of creation derive from the
failure to consider a third way that things can be brought into being
-

Creative Transformation

This act is really creative because it calls for a renewed intervention of First Cause [the universe was
created and set in motion by the First Cause but the events that enabled the origin of life and thought
required an extra intervention]
Scholasticism has no word for this but there are reasons to think that it should be initiated:
a. It is conceivable and we are entitled to speculate
b. It is probably the only way that can satisfy our modern experience [understanding] of the
world
However we should go further and suggest that creation is not something that merely intervened at certain
critical points, the development of life requires that this act of creation is ‗co-extensive‘ with the duration
of the universe. God is continually breathing new being into us.
This is perhaps the only way we can re-vitalize the orthodox view of creation to bring it into line with our
modern experience [understanding].
Creative transformation puts an end to the stumbling block to faith of those who would suggest that our
brains and thoughts are purely the results of ‗mechanical‘ process i.e. that we are machines not spiritual
beings.
Unpublished, written at the beginning of 1920 in Paris.

We do not know a great deal about Teilhard‘s life in Paris in the 1920s. We do know that he was
teaching in the Institut Catholique in Paris in geology. We know that he spent a great deal of time in
research, in socializing and discussing ideas. We can only imagine what he thought about what is now
considered the ‗wild times of the jazz age‘; a time when the Charleston dance was all the fashion,
although Teilhard wrote in a letter dated 4 July 1920:
―I should naturally have preferred a post as ―prospector‖ at Beirut, Shanghai or Trichinopoly1 where I
could get away from the crowds.‖

TRICHINOPOLY, a city and district of British India, in the Madras presidency. The city is on the right bank of
the river Cauvery, 250 m. by rail S.W. from Madras.
1
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I feel there is a part of Teilhard that enjoyed the new sense of freedom in Paris
in the 1920s. In the essay Nostalgia for the Front (1917) Teilhard describes
how his life had been secluded before he encountered man in the masses at the
front: he realized that he was ‗one‘ with a wider humanity, a collective entity
with riches past and future and this partial loss of individuality gave him a new
sense of freedom that would have at the very minimum given him a basic
sympathy for the jazz age and (I suspect) a love for the wild times.
Painting: ‗At a Restaurant‘ by Shalva Kikodze
(Public Domain at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sh_Kikodze,_At_a_restaurant.jpg)

Ernest Hemingway moved to Paris in 1921. F. Scott Fitzgerald spent a great deal of time in Paris in the
1920s. It was a time of decadence, the origin of the art deco period. It is intriguing to think that perhaps
Hemingway and Teilhard might have socialized together but highly unlikely. Hemingway spent most of
his time with other Americans but it is said that he also, tired of the crowds and spent many hours in quiet
café‘s – like Teilhard, in the same café as Teilhard? Hemingway received a medal of honour working for
the Red Cross on the front in Italy; perhaps they shared similar experiences?
When Hemingway arrived in Paris in 1921 he was not impressed and wrote the following:
―The scum of Greenwich Village, New York has been skimmed off and deposited in large ladles on that
section of Paris adjacent to the Café Rotonde … you can find anything you are looking for at The
Rotonde – except serious artists.‖ (Hemingway, 1921)
Perhaps the new freedom that Teilhard experienced called for a new
approach to theology?
Paris was wild in the 1920s. Josephine Baker a famous jazz singer who
arrived in Paris in 1925 performed on stage with her pet Cheetah, named
‗Chiquita‘. Chiquita had a collar encrusted with diamonds and would
often escape and terrorize the musicians in the orchestra!
Right: Josephine Baker dancing the Charleston at the Folies Bergère, Paris, in 1926
Image (Public Domain) http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baker_Charleston.jpg

In conclusion, Teilhard found a new sense of
freedom after World War I; this was a sensation
that was shared by many in Paris in the 1920s.
It led Teilhard to believe that God is
continually breathing new being into us,
something that would be an essential part of his
further development. I wonder if Teilhard
would have been the same if he spent the 1920s
prospecting in the Middle East? I suspect his
time in Paris was critical to his development
and a time that demands further study.
Image (Public Domain) http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paris_Montmartre_in_1925.jpg

Rod White
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Forthcoming Event
Day retreat led by David Grumett
Encountering the Risen Christ in the World: Easter Meditations with Teilhard de Chardin

Saturday 12 May 2012
Benedictine Spirituality Centre, Cockfosters
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
£15
bring packed lunch
www.benedictinecentreretreats.org.uk
To book, e-mail retreats@bcsuk.wanadoo.co.uk
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The Blog-Slot
REMINDER: Professor David Wayne Parsons has commissioned an icon of the Sacred Heart inspired by the
work of Teilhard. In an e-mail inviting us to follow this exciting project he says ‗…we have just begun the journey
which is proving to be absolutely fascinating. It is a spiritual, artistic and intellectual journey. The project has a
blog so that people who are interested in the artist's work and /or Teilhard can follow the process. I wonder if the
British Teilhard Association could be told about it as it may be of interest to members.‘ The blog can be found at:
http://eliasicons.blogspot.com/.
The welcome to the blog (Elias Icons Sacred Arts Studio: Making an icon of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the 21st
century) explains:
This is a blog dedicated to the development of a new icon of the Sacred Heart. Commissioned by
Prof. D. W. Parsons from Ian Knowles at Elias Icons the inspiration comes from the work of
Teilhard de Chardin. As ideas develop they will be posted here, and any reflections will be
warmly welcomed. The aim of the blog is to chart and explore the spiritual, artistic and
intellectual dimensions of the making of a sacred icon of one of the most well-known symbols in
the Christian tradition.

UPDATE: Monday 27th June 2011 - ‘The Design!’
Work is progressing as the Iconographer Ian Knowles writes:
‗Well, after all these weeks and months, the basic design is now complete. Obviously I will continue to work on it
and develop it, not least once painting commences. But this is fundamentally the new image, inspired by the
continuous devotion to the Love of God at the heart of all things which begins with the Fathers, and passed on into
the Western Church through the medieval mystics such as St Bernard and St Gertrude, visualized in a unique way
in the visions to St Margaret Mary and all of which seen through the prism of the prophetic theological vision of
Teilhard de Chardin.‘…to see the design and to read Ian Knowles’ notes please remember to keep checking
the Blog!!

Contributions for the
October 2011 Newsletter
The Editorial Team would be pleased to receive
contributions for the October Newsletter

General communications and enquiries about the
Association
These should be addressed to the Secretary:

by 30 September 2011
Please send hard copy to Rosemary Cattell at
Whitegates, Salisbury Road, Horsham,
West Sussex, RH13 0AL

E-mail contributions, in Word, are most welcome.
Please send to r.a.cattell@btinternet.com

Peter Cox, 12 Falconer‘s Field, Harpenden,
Hertfordshire, AL5 3ES
Phone: 01582 761955
Fax: 01582 621526
E-mail: peterjohncox2@btinternet.com
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BRITISH TEILHARD ASSOCIATION
Invitation to two events celebrating the Centenary of Teilhard de Chardin’s
Ordination at Hastings in August 1911:

Thursday 25th August 2011
at

St Mary Star of the Sea,
1 High Street, Hastings, TH34 3EY.
10.30 am

Welcome and Introductions

11.00 am

Teilhard the Priest, talk by David Grumett

12.00 pm

Catholic Mass incorporating Teilhard’s Mass on the World

1.00 pm

Buffet lunch with wine – provided free by the BTA

2.00 pm

A Vision Transformed: Teilhard’s Evolutionary Awakening,

3.30 pm

Visit to Hastings Old Town Museum to see a selection of the Teilhard fossils
(on display from Tuesday 23rd August for one week) OR a visit to Ore Place.

5.00 pm

Finish

talk by Prof. Ursula King

Friday 26th August 2011
at

Magnet Conference Centre
1 Christchurch Courtyard, London Road,
St. Leonards on Sea TN37 6GL
www.themagnet.org.uk/home
10.15 am

Welcome and Introductions

10.30 am

Seminar: Newman’s Influence on Teilhard
with Gérard Donnadieu and Nicole Timbal
of the French Teilhard Association

12.30 pm

Finish

All are welcome, at either or both events which are FREE. It would help us estimate
numbers if you could e-mail a copy of the booking form below (p. 15) to Alan Nugent or
post a copy to him.

*

*

*

*

*
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Thursday 25th August

St Mary Star of the Sea,
1 High Street (Old Town),
Hastings, TH34 3EY.

No copyright free map available. The location of this church is available on this website:

http://www.ieastsussex.co.uk/profile/332514/Hastings/St-Mary-Star-Of-The-Sea-R-CChurch/

St Mary Star of the Sea Roman Catholic Church is on the High Street in the Old Town (East)
side of Hastings. There is limited car parking in the High Street but further parking is
available along the sea front or on The Bourne (A259).

Friday 26th August

The magnet is located in Christ Church Courtyard on London Road St Leonards-on-Sea,
approximately 400 yards from the sea. The sea front road which is the route from Bexhill,
Brighton, Rye or Ashford is the A259.
Christ Church courtyard is right next to Christ
Church parish church. Parking is available in
surrounding roads or in the nearby car park.
Disabled car parking is available in the courtyard
itself.
St Leonards Warrior Square railway station is 3
minutes walk from the centre. It is 1 stop from
Hastings mainline station.
(Information from http://themagnet.org.uk/find-us/ )
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Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955), a Jesuit, scientist, and mystic, saw evolution as
a cosmic process rising from the birth of the universe in ever increasing complexity through
matter, life, to humankind. Man of science and man of prayer, he devoted his life to
bridging the gulf between science and religion—to the benefit of both. Teilhard studied at
Ore Place, Hastings from 1908-12 and did much of his initial thinking and reading on
evolution whilst there. Later to become a world class palaeontologist, he collected fossils
during his time in Hastings, many of which he donated to the Hastings Museum. Teilhard’s
first Mass was celebrated at St Mary Star of the Sea Hastings the day after his ordination,
the venue for our first day.
The British Teilhard Association, www.teilhard.org.uk, founded in 1965, promotes the
study of Teilhard’s works, thought, and teaching and their relevance for today. We are nonsectarian and open to everybody. We organize conferences and lectures, workshops and
seminars, enabling people to meet, discuss, and build on Teilhard’s ideas. We assist
students with bursaries.

___________________________________________________________________________

BOOKING FORM
Please make the following reservation (please print):
I wish to book for Thursday 25 August

Friday 26 August

Name ………………….…………………………..……............… Title ……..……….……..…
First name(s)………………………………………………………………….…….............….….
Address …………………………………………………………………………................……….
…….…………………………………………………………………………………...............……...
……………………………………………….............……. Postcode ………….…………….....
E-mail …………………………………………………………………..............…………..……….
Tel: (day) ……….……………..….......…….. (evening) …………………….........………..

Please send to: Revd Canon Alan Nugent, The Subdeanery,
18 Minster Yard, Lincoln, LN2 1PX. or
e-mail: subdean@lincolncathedral.com

