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Editorial
How wonderful to have such a good turnout for the two day event in August when we met to
celebrate the centenary of Teilhard’s ordination to the priesthood. Teilhard said his first mass at St.
Mary Star of the Sea, Hastings on 25 August 1911 and exactly one-hundred years later we marked
the occasion with a Catholic Mass incorporating Teilhard’s Mass on the World. We also enjoyed
four presentations by our excellent speakers including two from France. Now here I must make an
apology! As our Assistant Editor took a break afterwards (well, he deserved it having worked so
hard on our behalf before and during the Hastings event) and the photographs he took over the two
days are still in his camera, we will have to write a report for you for our next issue. I have
included a few photos of my own on page 4 by way of compensation and Dr Edward Echlin’s
account of his visit to the Auvergne on page 5 is fascinating – thank you.
We do not usually include longer papers more suited to journals in this newsletter, but we have been
given permission, which is gratefully acknowledged on Page 16, to reproduce for you the article A
Spirituality for Scientists - Historical Overview by François Euvé and have taken this opportunity to
do so. This article was provided as a scanned item but I hope it is clear to read and that you enjoy
it.
Finally, just as I have commenced my final year of ordination training with the Church of England,
our Chairman Canon Alan Nugent is preparing to retire as Subdean of Lincoln Cathedral later this
month. Alan will celebrate and preach at the Eucharist on Sunday 30 October at 10.30. I am sure
you will join me in wishing Alan every blessing for the future. How nice it will be for him to have
more time to sit in the sun reading Teilhard…after the grass is cut of course!
Rosemary
Teilhard Newsletter
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Notes to the Editor
Dear Rosemary
A year ago you very kindly included details of
my book The Priest and the Playwright in the
Newsletter. I was really grateful. Recently a
figure mentioned several times in the letters on
which my book is based, has come to my
attention. Maude Petre was known to my great
uncle and his literary friend, but I knew nothing
of her and the letters revealed nothing either.
I enclose Wikipedia details in case she is of any
interest. I realize the link (if any!) with Teilhard
is very tenuous but I thought, as an obviously
neglected figure (at least, I assume she is!) she
might be of interest to your readers…
Best wishes
Margaret F. Brown

[Editor Comment: Thank you Margaret. I include the
extract below as I believe it may interest some of our
readers who do not have internet access. As Teilhard
was at Ore Place in Hastings from 1908-1912 and
travelled quite extensively throughout Sussex I wonder
if he knew of Maude Petre? Teilhard was ordained
priest on 24 August 1911 by Bishop Amigo – twice
mentioned in the Wikipedia extract below.]

Maude Dominica Mary Petre (4 Aug 1863-16
Dec 1942) was a British Roman Catholic nun,
writer and critic involved in the Modernist
controversy. Petre (pronounced Peter) was born at
the family estate of Coptfold Hall, near the village
of Margaretting, Essex, to an old recusant family
on her father's side; her mother was a convert. She
was a granddaughter of the thirteenth Baron Petre
and the fourth Earl of Wicklow. Petre was
educated privately. In her early twenties she
experienced some religious doubts and as a
remedy she was advised by her Jesuit confessor
Fr. Peter Gallwey to go to Rome and study St.
Thomas Aquinas. Reflecting many years later on
her decision to follow this advice, Petre concluded
that "it was a fairly crazy idea". Nevertheless in
1885, at the age of 22, she left for Rome where for
a year, under the direction of accredited
professors, she immersed herself in the thought of
Aquinas and in the neo-scholastic manuals then in
use. Her aunt Lady Lindsay informed friends that
"Maude has gone to Rome to study for the
priesthood".

In 1890 Petre joined the Daughters of the Heart of
Mary, a community founded in France during the
Revolution and consequently more liberal than
many of the more traditional female religious
orders.[2] In particular, it allowed members to live
in their own homes and wear street clothing
instead of habits. She was named local superior in
1896 and provincial in 1900.
In 1900 she began a friendship with the Jesuit
priest George Tyrrell and they soon became part
of a circle of questioning Catholic intellectuals.
Petre already knew Friedrich von Hügel from her
childhood, when he was one of her mother's most
favoured visitors. He introduced both her and
Tyrrell to the work of Alfred Loisy. She had got
to know Henri Bremond while visiting the
headquarters of her religious community in Paris.
Through her, Bremond and Tyrrell became
acquainted. When Tyrrell was expelled from the
Jesuits in 1906, Petre, who had bought Mulberry
House in Storrington, Sussex, had a cottage built
for him in the garden and settled an annuity on
him.
In 1907, when Petre's book Catholicism and
Independence: Being Studies in Spiritual Liberty
was published, she was refused permission to
renew her vows in the Daughters of the Heart of
Mary. Peter Amigo, the then-Bishop of
Southwark, refused Petre the sacraments in his
diocese shortly thereafter. She dealt with this by
worshipping regularly elsewhere.
After the death of George Tyrrell in 1909, Maude
Petre was concerned to compile his biography. In
1912 she published this in two volumes, although
the first was in fact Tyrrell's own autobiography
of his earlier years. The evident sympathy that she
showed for Tyrrell in his quarrel with the
authorities of the Roman Catholic Church led to
her work being placed on the Index of Forbidden
Books by the Vatican in 1913. This increased her
own difficulties with the Catholic hierarchy, but
her loyalty to Tyrrell's memory continued with her
publication of his Essays on Faith and
Immortality in 1914 and a collection of his letters
in 1920.
Her book on the Modernist movement,
Modernism: Its Failure and Its Fruits (published
1918 but completed in 1914), was one of the
earliest analyses of the Modernist movement. It is
not an objective study, but shows considerable
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sympathy for the Catholic Modernists, many of
whom she knew personally, and is highly critical
of the anti-Modernist movement then dominant in
the Catholic Church.
In the Great War she was involved in nursing
work in France and her writings show a growing
interest in social and political themes. In her 1915
book Reflections of a Non-Combatant, she was
critical of the unthinking patriotic euphoria of the
early stages of the war and showed some
sympathy for the ideals of pacifism. She wrote
various articles during the war on similar themes.
In 1918 she published Democracy at the CrossRoads, in which she pointed to the limitations of
democracy in a period when the suffrage was
being considerably extended. In 1919 she
published, with J. Walker, State Morality and a
League of Nations, a work on the then nascent
League of Nations in which she analysed the
practical difficulties behind the ideals of the
League. But her 1925 book The Two Cities, or
Statecraft and Idealism showed her commitment
to internationalism and the need for a genuine
reconciliation of peoples beyond mere political
agendas in the post-war period. She is important
as the only English Modernist to write on social
and political matters.
In the post-war period she revived her interest in
theological and religious issues, continuing her
commitment to the ideals of Catholic Modernism.
This meant she was an isolated figure in the
Catholic Church in this period, when Modernism
was very much out of favour. Despite this, she
never left the Church and indeed in her memoir
My Way of Faith (1937) she spoke of her personal
loyalty to the Church and her need of its spiritual
guidance in her life.
In 1928 she published The Ninth Lord Petre, a
study of her ancestor Robert Petre, 9th Baron
Petre, which showed him as being as critical of
the Catholic Church in his generation as she was
in her own. Later she published major studies of
Modernist figures, especially von Hügel and
Tyrrell in Von Hügel and Tyrrell: The Story of a
Friendship (1937) and the French Modernist,
Alfred Loisy, of whom she was a personal friend,
in Alfred Loisy: His Religious Significance
(published posthumously in 1944). She also
published numerous articles on Modernism and
related topics. Indeed she continued to write
almost up to her sudden death in London in
December 1942 at the age of 79.

She was accorded a Requiem Mass at the
Assumption Convent, Kensington Square, and
was buried at Storrington near to George Tyrrell.
Owing to her unrepentant Modernist views, the
bishop of her diocese, Amigo, would not allow a
Catholic priest to officiate at her burial. So her
difficulties with the Catholic hierarchy continued
to the end.
For complete referenced article which also lists Petre’s
writings see

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maude_Petre
Text is available under the Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike License
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
From Sheila Ward (by e-mail):

Dear Rosemary,
I was first introduced to Teilhard’s ideas in 1980
and it was a revelation. Ever since then I have
been focused on what this could mean and how
his prophecy might be brought about. He implied
that women would play a part in this and as
women’s wisdom has been ignored for thousands
of years in our patriarchal society this is the
pathway I have been pursuing - exploring spiritual
potential and life experience with women who
have at least fifty years life experience,
(see.www.sophiatree.co.uk). As a result of this I
published a book about three years ago, Towards
Wisdom based on the way Women’s wisdom
could lead us to Teilhard’s vision. This year it
seemed necessary to include men’s wisdom too,
so the Second Edition (with an introduction by
Ursula King) invites a wider consideration of life
experience. As Ursula says, the wisdom of the
old is very important but this seems to be lacking
today - perhaps because the young (although
bursting with good will, energy and new ideas)
are so adept and absorbed with new technology
that the old are daunted from speaking from the
heart? (some of our old established beliefs may be
blocking the way!)
However Teilhard’s prophecy could give such
hope to the young today. My husband and I are
so concerned about the society into which our
grandchildren are growing up that we are offering
to send free packs of five or six books to reading
groups of older people (both men and women who
are willing to read and consider). Their ideas and
life experience will be different from mine but I
hope the book may resonate and awaken
memories which will help them to elicit their own
wisdom.
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So I am hoping you might be able to include this
in your newsletter and invite readers who are
prepared to read and consider, to e-mail me:
sheila.ward@sophiatree.co.uk giving their address
and how many copies they would like so that I
can post off the books.
Many thanks
With Good wishes – Sheila

Part of Teilhard’s fossil collection
on display in Hastings during the

These tiny fossils, rather fragile now, had been
attached to card and carefully labeled in
Teilhard’s own handwriting.

August 2011 Centenary Event.
Exhibits behind glass - I hope you are able to
make out the details sufficiently.
Well, that is one way to recycle theology
examination papers!

Photos by Rosemary Cattell
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In the Footsteps of Teilhard…
The Auvergne by Dr Edward P. Echlin
My wife Barbara and I this centennial year spent a week (almost literally) with Teilhard in his place of origin
and foundational education. Being there where he was born, baptized, learned and played, while reading his
later writings, gave new insights into his published thoughts. The family did not stay put all year in the
chateau at Sarcenat beneath the Puy de Dôme but spent time in Clermont-Ferrand where they and Teilhard’s
cousins had town houses which we visited, and in spring at Murol. At Clermont-Ferrand they attended mass
at the early medieval Notre Dame du Port, and evensong at the Capuchin church. There young Pierre played
with siblings and cousins and formed lifelong relationships especially with his cousin Claude Aragonnès.
His father, who attuned Pierre to earth life and stones, is still remembered by local antiquarians as a learned
man and landowner. Especially touching is the street in little Sarcenat named ‘Rue Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin’, and the baptismal font in the church at Orcine, the family’s parish church. The baptismal has been
moved to inside the church door and used as a holy water font, with a plaque above stating proudly that ‘In
this font July 15 1881 was baptized Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ’. I blessed myself with water from the
font.

Teilhard’s brothers, Olivier and Gonsague, who fell in the trenches, are in memorials in the churchyard.
They are also included in the tragic photographic memorial of young parishioners who died in the trenches.
Both youngsters were with their parents at Pierre’s ordination at Ore Place, and his first mass in Star of the
Sea. Olivier and Gonsague are also commemorated in the memorial at Christ Church, Clermont-Ferrand.
Teilhard’s life was partly tragic, the lone survivor of a happy family of thirteen. He later found it difficult to
return to his boyhood haunts. But always, even when carpeted in the office of the proto-restorationist
Garrigou Lagrange, Teilhard proudly called himself an Auvergnat. It was there he learned from his father
the precious beauty of earth life and matter, and from his mother devotion to the Sacred Heart, Jesus in his
humanity which connects God with all earth creatures. It is ironic and sad that in his burial service, at St
Andrew’s on the Hudson, the frozen ground, the matter which he so loved, would not open to receive his
remains. He was buried some days later in a thaw and without witnesses. Yet already, and all over the
world, the crowds were gathering.
Dr Edward P. Echlin
Honorary Research Fellow, Leeds Trinity University College; Visiting Scholar, Sarum College, Salisbury; author
Climate and Christ, A Prophetic Alternative (Columba, 2010).
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A Spirituality for Scientists
Historical Overview
By Père François Euvé who holds the Teilhard de Chardin chair at the Jesuit Theology School in Paris.
This article appeared in the Jesuit theological quarterly ‘The Way’ in the January 2011 edition (volume 50
number 1, pages 95-104). The Executive Editor of that Journal has given permission for the article to be
reproduced in the Teilhard Newsletter. We are very grateful for this permission. We also acknowledge
that the original article in French was published in the theological journal ‘Christus’ edition 226 (April
2010) pages 153-161. We are grateful that their permission has also been granted.
We acknowledge with thanks these authorship permissions.

Forthcoming Event
Reminder
Day retreat led by David Grumett
Encountering the Risen Christ in the
World: Easter Meditations with
Teilhard de Chardin

Saturday 12 May 2012
Benedictine Spirituality Centre,
Cockfosters
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
£15
bring packed lunch

Contributions for the
February 2012 Newsletter
The Editorial Team would be pleased to receive
contributions for the February Newsletter
especially as the Editor will be on a ministry
training placement from January-March!

by 31 January 2012
Please send hard copy to Rosemary Cattell at
Whitegates, Salisbury Road, Horsham,
West Sussex, RH13 0AL

E-mail contributions, in Word, are most
welcome.
Please send to r.a.cattell@btinternet.com

www.benedictinecentreretreats.org.uk
To book, e-mail
retreats@bcsuk.wanadoo.co.uk

General communications and enquiries
about the Association
These should be addressed to the Secretary:
Peter Cox, 12 Falconer’s Field, Harpenden,
Hertfordshire, AL5 3ES
Phone: 01582 761955
Fax: 01582 621526
E-mail: peterjohncox2@btinternet.com
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HOPE TO THE TEST OF EVIL:
A DIALOGUE WITH TEILHARD DE CHARDIN
A CONFERENCE ORGANIZED AT COLLEGE DES BERNARDINS (PARIS)
NOVEMBER 4TH AND 5th 2011
-oPartners:

Association Française des Amis de Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
Collège des Bernardins - Research Department
Teilhard de Chardin Chair - Centre Sèvres (Paris)
For the various humanisms, either secular or religious, attached to a positive vision of
man, the problem of evil remains a puzzle. What is to be done with the sort of evil that is
‘suffered’ – pain, death – an evil that cannot be separated from biological life? And also what
is to be done with this extra evil that is ‘done’ – moral evil –, introduced into the world by
man’s misuse of his intelligence and of his liberty?
Far from ignoring how vast and deep these questions are, as some have reproached
him with, and quite the contrary, Father Teilhard de Chardin, an outstanding paleoanthropologist and theologian, has built his founding intuitions in a human environment
where evil was the master: the hell of the First World War when, as a stretcher-bearer
corporal, he was faced daily with violence, suffering and death.
For Teilhard, the reality of evil cannot be discussed: not only moral evil, originating in
man, but also the evil that is part of natural life. He does not dispute the reality of an ‘injury’original sin- present in the human being right from the beginning, but the theological
interpretation that has been given by a literalist reading of the story of the fall in the Bible. In
"Comment je crois" (p.99) he writes: ‘If the dogma of the original sin ties us down and leaves
us anemic, it is simply because, in its present expression, it represents a survival of outdated
static views whereas our way of thinking has become evolutionistic. Indeed, the idea of the
Fall is only an attempt to explain evil in a fixist Universe. In so being, it is inconsistent with
the remainder of our representations of the World. That is why we find it oppressive. As a
result, in order to be able to breathe, it is the problem of evil, in its relationship with Christ,
which we have to take up and think anew, in a style consistent with our new cosmic views.’
The subject of our Conference will be the various aspects of ‘Evil’, while insisting
upon the fact that in a universe that is evolving in a convergent way, the event that is JesusChrist confirms and completes the revelation of God’s vivifying love for His creation, a love
that is stronger than evil. For Teilhard de Chardin, Christ is the one who, confronted to evil,
enables us to remain hopeful and to maintain our taste for life.

PROGRAMME
Friday November 4th 2011, 7.30 – 9.45 pm


7.30 – 7.45 pm: CONFERENCE OPENING by Hervé de Vaublanc, Assistant
Director of Collège des Bernardins
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7.45 – 9.45 pm - ROUND TABLE: From experiences of evil to metaphysical evil
André-Marie Ponnou-Delaffon,Collège des Bernardins
Gérard Donnadieu, President, Association des Amis de Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
Philippe Cornu, President of the European Buddhist University
Chairman: François Euvé, Dean of Faculty of Theology at Centre Sèvres

Saturday morning November 5th 2011, 9.30 – 12.50 am



9.15 – 9.30 am: Welcome
9.30 – 11.00 am: World war and violence: a founding experience
A dialogue between Henri Hude, in charge of the Ethics Research Center at French
Military Academy, and François Euvé, Centre Sèvres
Chairman: Father Olivier Teilhard de Chardin



11.00 – 11.20 am: Break



11.20 – 12.50 am: Making passivities divine
A dialogue between Nicole Jeammet, a psychoanalyst and theologian, and Evelyne
Maurice, a theologian, Centre Sèvres
Chairman: Gérard Donnadieu

Saturday afternoon November 5th 2011, 2.00 – 6.30 pm




2.00 – 3.30 pm: Incompleteness, liberty and sin
A dialogue between Lucien Scubla, a member of CREA (Research Center for applied
epistemology) and Marie-Jeanne Coutagne, a philosopher
Chairman: Antoine Guggenheim, Collège des Bernardins
3.30 – 5.00 pm: Christ Saviour and recapitulation
A dialogue between Jacques Arnould, a philosopher and theologian, and Chantal
Reynier, a biblical scholar
Chairman: Evelyne Maurice



5.00 – 5.15 pm: Break



5.15 – 6.00 pm- CONFERENCE: The end of evil?
by Mgr André Dupleix, Fondation Teilhard de Chardin
Chairman: Hilaire Giron, General Secretary, Association des Amis de Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin
6.00 – 6.30 pm: Prospective echoes
A discussion between Gérard Donnadieu, François Euvé and André-Marie
Ponnou-Delaffon
Host: Hilaire Giron



If you would like to attend we shall be most happy to see you. If you wish to know more/make a
booking, you are invited to get in touch with the Association secretary, Ms Mathilde Hallynck, at
secretariat@teilhard.org Phone (33) 01 42 84 13 71. Moreover, we take this opportunity to organize
the yearly meeting of our international entity - CET, and should you happen to be in Paris at that
time, you are kindly invited. It will take place at the beginning of the afternoon of Friday Nov. 4th,
the venue is still pending. Marie-Anne Roger, General Secretary, C.E.T.

